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And the Lord ſaid unto him, Wherewith ! 
forth, and 1 will be a lying Spirit jn the 
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W Have at [aſt by the help of a good Friend ( my Cir- 
cumſtances being ſuch I could not purchaſe them ) 
peruſed your Caſe of AMegzance, &e. and its Vind!i- 
cation : And finding them both of a Piece, I fhall. 

Rot go about to divide what you have fo Providentially 
joyned. And therefore it will be needleſs to ſpeak to 
the latter, by reaſon it ſtands only upon the Founda- 
tion of your former ; the Removal of which will be like 
Sampſows pulling down the Pillars, or main Prop, fo 
that conſequently the whole Fabrick muſt fall to rhe 
Ground. But before I enter the Field againſt fuch a 
mighty Champion and brave Challenger, ( that is Ar- 
med Cap-a-pe, and Charges as it were in Armour ) I 
will ( for ſome Reaſons ) let you know what I am, by 
telling you what TI am not ; and alſo the Reaſon of this 
my bold Undertaking, As to the firſt, know then that 
I am neither Lawyer, Divine nor Phyſician, Scholar or 
Pretender to Letters, and ſo you need not fear my trou- 
bling you with hard Words, or philoſophical Diſtin- 
ctions, with the latter of which your Caſe,&c. is pretty 
well furniſhed ; but I preſume that was only to Jet the 
World fee how nicely you could ſplit a Hair , or like 
a good Lawyer ( for his Client ) make the beſt of a 
bad Cauſe ; which in them 1s tolerable, if not commen- 
dable : But in a Grave, Learned Divine, it looks me- 
thinks as odd, as a Proteſtant Prieſt preaching up a Ma- 
A hometau 


(2) 
hometan Dottrine, in oppoſition to Chriſtian Precept. Pray 
miſtake me not, as if nothing was intended by this Let- 


ter but a little Railery, for you ſhall find when I come 


to ſerious Things I can talk ſeriouſly of them , and my 
Deſigns are honeſt and fair ; and therefore will as much 
as in me lies endeayour to give no Offence, by confi- 
ning my Diſcourſe to Generals, without concerning my 
ſelf with any Particulars: For my aim 1s not to expole 
bad Men bur ill Principles, which I am ſure are delitry:- 


ive to all Civil Governments 1n the World. - And ur 


Proſecutions of which, I will at your own Game: ( for 


| nothing but Diamonds cut Diamonds ) play you 7ext 
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againſt Zext, and then leave your ſelf, or any. other 
Providential Divine, to judge of the matter. T confeſs 
you have { according to your own ſtating. the Cale”) 
taken a great deal of Pains in transferring an Allegiance 
irom a Legal and Rightful King to a Providential one, 
or (in your own Phraſe ) from the Perſon who hath 
{ti}} a Legal Right ( and, as you fay, he may recover 
it 1f he can) to another, whom your ſelf owns ( tor 


there cannot be two Legal Rights at -one -and the 


ſame time ) hath no ſuch Title ; and all by:a nice Di- 
{intion, Though rhe Man 1s in Being ftill , the King 
is gone; which Learned Diſtinction | preſume you took 
from the Meaſures that was taken in Forty one, by 
Reaſon tis ſo agreeable with that Rebel Notion (whicl1 
our Law condemns ) of taking up Arms againſt the King's 
Perſon to defend his Authority ; which: Republican. Notion 
I am fure can never be ſerviceable to the preſent, nor 
any thorough Settlement whatever. And I am confident 
you did not meet with any ſuch Doctrine in Biſhop 
Overal's Convocation Book. Which happy Book, if you 
had not Providentially met with, the Church, as well as 
the State, had (as to that Point ) loſt a great Cham- 
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pion, . and. poor diſtreſſed 'Subjets the Advantage of 
knowing their Duties to the Supreme Authority when 
ever a Civil Government 1s changed, by Peoples fol- 
lowing the conduct of your Providence contrary 10 
Precept. SET BID | 
- But it may be objeted, Why ſhould I concern my 
felf with Things ſo much out of my way ? Or, as the 
ſaying is, 4 Cobler ſhould no! go beyond his Laſt. To 
which I anſwer, 

A Stander by may ( as often it happens ) ſee more 
than a Gameſter ; and fo it commonly appears when as 
opportunity ſerves he diſcovers the Miſtake. Beſides, 


though I am but poor in Purſe, yet I am rich in Faith, 


and inclinable to believe (with ſome old Philoſophers I 


| have heard talk of ) my Soul may not be inferior to 


other Bodies let them ſhine never ſo Gay or Glittering. 
And ( as you, uſe to tell us) God is not a Reſpe&er of 
Perſons; which 1s a good Argument for me, and every 
200d Chriſtian, to ſet a value upon his Soul, let his Body 
be never ſo poor and contemptible : And -that 1s one 
Reaſon of my Enquiry into the Reaſons you have given 
the World, both for your conforming. and non-confor- 
ming to the preſent, &'c. For you ( like the Children 
of 1ſrael ) did halt along time between two Opinions ; 
and (I am apt to believe) had not you met with Some- 
thing beſides the Convocation Bock, you had ( as you 
tell us) perhaps /Zzck till this time where you did {tick ; 


for /tick you did, till Mr. Fenkins$kind hand ( more Dr. Sher- 
than the Biſhop's Convocation Book, as I ſhall ſhew you + P:3 


by and by) relieved and haled you out of the Mire, 

and ſet- you ſafe upon dry Land, on which you now 
ſtand as firm as a Rock. 

But before I enter upon the Premiſes, I will give you 

a ſecond Reaſon ( which 1s indeed the chict ) for my ſo 

oing, 


[4] 


doing, viz. I having prov'd 'my Soul of as Noble an Ex- 


traCt as your own ; and that the Eternal Peace and Wel- 
fire of it depends upon our Allegiance and . Submiſſion 
to the Supreme Authority : For they ( as you ſay) that 
reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. 1 judge it 
well worth the while to obſerve the Apoſtle's Rule, of 


| T2 5: Proving all things, and holding faſt that which, is good. 
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Which 1s (T hope ) a ſufficient Reaſon to excuſe my Pre- 
ſumption, in enquiring whether you are not more miſta+ 
ken in St. Paubs meaning as to your New Caſe, Sc. than 
you were.in the Caſe you bad tormerly in your.Eye,: (2s 
you tell us in the Preface ) when you proved he '/meant 
no ſuch thing. And as to that Caſe, you {till think you 
were in the right, and, truly, fo do I, and yet you mult be 
miſtaken either then or now. And that it was then, and 
not now, do's.not appear toany Body but your ſelf, that 
i know of, neither have you produced any Authority. to 
convince the World that you are more 1n the right now, 
notwithſtanding you have (poſlibly ) another Caſe in 
your Eye: fothat, for ought I can ſee, you may. be as 
much out now, as you were before; and, it ſo, what 
are we the better for your new Diſcoveries, ( in your 
Caſe of Allegiance) when you give us ſo little Encoarage- 
ment (from your being ſo liable to miſtake ) to believe 
Vou. 


'Tistrue, you have taken a great deal of pains to make. 


the Convocation Book ſpeak (as you would make the 
World think ) very plain to the Point ; but how. much 
it ſerves your turn, ( notwithſtanding your nice Diſtin- 
ctions, and ringing the Changes between Divine and 
Humane Entails, Legal and Providential Kings, and Tho- 


row Settlements, &c.) hath already been demonſtrated. 


by more skiltul hands. But: though, that Book did you 
but little ſervice, yet there was other Writings that would 
have 
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have done the: trick to an hair, ſuch as Hobs, Baxrerr, 
Owens, and Fexkins, &xc. But, I preſume, your not 
ſtrengthening. your Caſe, &c. with quoting thoſe Au- 
thors, was becauſe their Tenents. did not ſo welt agree 
with the Doctrine of that Church which you pretend to 
be of. - But to the Point in hand ; and the better to in- 
form my ſelf and others, Iwill( as well as I can ) obſerve 
ſome kind of method, v:z. 

_ T will firſt lay down your providential FHypoth ej1s on 
which your Caſe, &. is built, and (as you have very wiſe- 


ly obſerved) it the World do nor judge it a right Ruleto , 


go by, you know not where to fix one. 
Secondly, I will examine thoſe Texts of Scripture 
which you quote to prove it. | 
Thirdly, I will draw up ſome uſeful Inferences, very 
neceſſary for practical Reformers of Church and State. 


But before I proceed, I cannot but take notice of 7447 Dr. Sher- 


g. 24- 


one thing you thought neceſſary to recant ; but though it is #5 Frek. 


but one, yer it is the only one on which the Caſe rurns, 
Sc. And truly you were in the right, for otherways 
you had given room for Richard againſt Baxter, &c. Be- 
ſides, your Caſe of Allegiance, it compard with your 
Caſe of Refiſtance, would have been very little to the pur- 
poſe, fave only to ſerve a preſent Caſe which has poſlibly 
fallen in your Eye. And it fo, *tis but reaſonable your 
Judgment ſhould vary (not ſo much with the Times, but) 
according to the different Caſes that at different Tames 
chance to fall in your Eye.. And alſo 'tis but juft upon 
every ſuch occaſion to ſtrain (I do not mean Conſcience, 
but ) your Art, andSkill to make our bleſſed Lord and the 
Apoſtles to gorhand in hand with you to gain the Point. 


But now if any Body thould ask me this Queſtion , viz. 


How ſhall we know the Door did better underſtand Sr. 


Paul when he writ his Caſe of. 4/egiance, than he did 
_ | _ when 


[6] 
when he writ his Caſe of Refitance 2 Let me periſh if I 
could tell what to anſwer, and therefore [leave that,Sir, 
ro your ſelf, and fo proceed to what I promigd, viz. the 
laying down the Z7ypothe/is on which your Caſe, &c. is 
built, AndI cannot do that better, than in the words 
of a great Man, ( when Time was) as I have found 
them ready drawn upto my hand about 4o Years' 2go; 
and I dare be bold to ſay, they would have been as good a 
Preface to your Book as that you have writ ; and do. but 
read your own Name for his, and you will, perhaps, be 
pleaſed, to ſee how exactly it agrees with your own No- 
tions of Providentias Rulers, and Civil Governments ; but 
rake them in the Author's own words, and thenjudge of 
the matter. 


{ 2. Jenkins's Recantation : Or bis Acknowledgement, 
by way of Petation, to the Parliament, wherein 
he confeſſeth his Sorrow for his acting againſt 
the State, and the unſutableneſs of it to his 
Calling and Profeſſion. As alſo the Parliaments 
Anſwer to his Petition, as it was printed in the 
Tear 1651. ] 


To'the Supreme Authority the Parliament of the Com- 
monwealth' of England. #4) 


The bumble Petition of William Jenkins Priſoner. 


Humbly ſheweth, | 1011 
T Fat Tour Petitioner is unfeignedly ſorrowful for all 
his late Miſcarrzages, whether teſtified againſt him, 
or acknowledged by him; and for the great and ſinful un- 
Jutablenefs of them to his Calling and Condition. That upon 
earneſt ſeeking of God, and diligent enquiring into hs Will, 
: Toar 


EE] 


Tour Petioner is convinced that the Alteration of all Civil 
Governments are ordered by and founded by the wiſe Provi- 
dences of God, who removeth Kings, ſetteth up Kings, £2 
ruleth in the Kingdoms of Men, and giveth them to 
whomſoever he will. That the Providences of this God 
have, in the Fudgment of Tour Petitioner, as evidently ap- 
peared in the Removing of otvers from and Twoeſting Tour <A 
Honours with the Government of this Nation, as ever they 
appeared in the taking away or beſtowing of any *Govern- 
ment in any Hiſtory of any Age in the World. That he ap- 
prehends that a Refuſal to be Subjeits to this preſent Authe- 
rity, under the Pretence of upholding the Title of any upon 
Earth, is a Refuſal to acquieſce in the wiſe and righteous 
Pleaſure of God ; ſuch an oppoſing of the Government, ſet up 


_ by the Severeign Lord of Heaven and Earth, as none can 


have Peace either in Ailing in or Suffering for. And Tour 
Petitioner looks upon it as his Duty to yield to this Autho- 
rity all aftive and chearful Obedience in the Lord, even for 
Conſcience fake, To promiſe ( he being required ) Truth aud 
Fidelity to it ; and to hold forth the ground of his ſo doing 
to any as God fhall call him thereunto, Qc. 


The. reſt relates only to his particular Condition and 
Impriſoament ; an Inlargement from which he very 
humbly and ſubmiſſively prayed for, which was granted 
him in the following Words. 


Reſolved that Mr. Jenkins be pardoned both for bis Life £ 
and Eſtate, and that Mr. Attorny General be required to 
prepare the Pardon to be paſſed under the Great Seal of 
England, and that his Body be forthwith diſcharged from 
Impriſoument, and hp Eſtate from Sequeſtration. 


Which extraordinary Favour he obtained through the 


Mildneſs of that Government to poor Delinquents. hu 
: B Iere 
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here give me leave to obſerve, (viz.) Had ſuch a Caſe 
been printed in 0/zver's time, it would have poſed a 
o00d Divine (no diſpraiſe to your ſelf) to know, whe- 
ther you had taken your Notions of Providence from 
Mr. Fenkin's Petition, or he his from your Caſe of Alle- 
gzance : For, in:truth, they are-ſo very like, that it 
creates a juſt Suppoſition of your being one of his Pu- 
pils. And this is the firſt Thing I promiſed, (viz.) The 
laying down the Hypotheſis on which the Foundation 
of your Caſe,&c. ſtands. And I will appeal to all Man- 
kind , Whether this Providential Principle would not 
ſerve for the French King, the Grand Signior, nay, a 
Marſſinello, or a Proteſtant Joyner ? provided he could 
but get enough of the Mob on his fide to knock out the 
Brains of their Oppolers, the hgtter to inſtruct them to 
whom the Sovereign Power dd belong ; eſpecially when 


they are ſtrong enough to Cr/þ them into Obedience. 


For that is (it ſeems) one Rule you go by to know 
when a Government 1s thoroughly ſettled. But thanks 
be to God he hath given us a better ; for if Power to 
Cruſh be a ſufficient one, then no body can deny but 
Marſſnello's was a thorough Settlement in Naples. And 
though his Reign was but ſhort yet his Power was great, 
and he did Cru/þ all that oppoſed him ; and had he not 
met with a Stroke from a Providential Hand (which 
poſſibly thought Xil/;ng no Murther) he might have lt- 
ved to have given Laws like a Conqueror to that great 
and populous City. And by your, and Mr. Fexkiu's Hy- 
potheſis, a Divine Right for fo doing. 

Which brings me to the ſecond Thing I promiſed, 
(viz.) The examining thoſe Texts of Scripture which 
you quote to prove your new Do&rines by. And though 
thoſe are ſeveral, yet the main ſtreſs of the point lies 
on Romavs 13. 1,2. Let every Sonl be ſubjelt to the higher 
Powers. For their is no Power but of God : the Powers 

; that 


27 
that be are ordained of God. Wheſoever therefore refifteth 
the Power, refiſketh the Ordinance of God : and they that 
refiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. Now I muſt 
confeſs ſince you have taken leave of your own Judg- 
ment of the Apoſtle's meaning in that Flace , it will be 
the more difficult to convince you, by reaſon it will not 
perhaps ſute ſo well with the preſent Caſe that you have 
in your Eye. However (from a knowledge of your 


humble Chriſtian temper of not thinking your ſelf too old pref. 


to learn) 1 will preſume to attempt it, though I know 
at the ſame time my ſelf uncapable ; and therefore am in- 
clinable to believe you had far more perſwaſive Reaſons 
tor Recanting your former Tenets than what you are 
pleaſed to give us in Print. But to the point ; 'Tis true 
the Apoſtle requires a SubjeCtion to the Higher Powers,&c. 
but can, it be imagined that the Apoſtle means by the 
Higher Power any that ſhall attain or get peſſeſſed of it 
by Force or Violence? (which your Caſe, according to 
your preſent underflanding of the Apoſtle , ſeems to 
imply ) Or by Subjec&tion, a transferring an Allegiance 
which becomes due only to.a Rightful and Pawful Prince, 
to another which has no other Right to be ſo but Power 
to Cruſh,&c. then it is rational to conclude, There never 
was any ſuch Thing as an Uſurpation in the World ; and 
though ſome have waded to the Throne in Blood, and 
their Crimes have been of a Crimſon dye, yet their be- 
ing but once fixt there, thcy become Innocent, and as 
White as Snow : And being inveſted with your Authority 
muſt not-only be ſubmitted to, but owned as a True 
and Rightful Liege Lord and Sovereign. And all for 
this Reaſon, (v:z.) They that Reſilt ſhall receive to thems- 
ſelves Damnation. And yet, with your good leave, I ſup- 
poſe this word Reſiſtance is not to be underſtood in ſuch 
a Latitude 8s you would have us underſtand that of 
_ Power ; for then the Refuſal of our Prince's CO 
YT et 
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Dan. 3 21. 


Amos 3. 


16. 


[ 10 } | 
let it be what it will, would-entitle a Man to Damna- 
tion : For he that refuſeth the Commands of his Prince, 
doth reſiſt, as Shadrach, Meſhach,and Abednego,tor which 
they were all caſt into a fiery Furnace, ( which was 1n- 
deed the heighth of Paſſive Obedience ; ) yet T believe no 
Body ſuppoſed them to be in that miſerable ſtate for dit- 
obeying the King's Command. From which I obſerve, 
(as I have heard divers of your Function fay) we are 
not in many places of Scripture to take our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, or the Apoſtles words in a ſtrict literal Senſe, but 
according to the beſt Expoſition that agrees with the 
general Scope and Deſign of the Goſpel, and then I am 
ſure it is both natural and rational to underſtand that 
place of St. Paul, viz. There is no Power but of God, @c. 
muſt be all legal and rightful Pawer,which muſt certain- 
Iy be imply'd, as your felt once thought you had ſut- 
aciently proved. ; 

That there is no Power but of God 1s true indeed,for 
God being Omnipotent, there cannot be any Power but 
by his permiſſive,or approbative Will, which was always 
allowed of ds a Divine Diſtinction of God's Will ; and 
without it, how harſh and untunable would ſeveral Texts 
of the Bible ſound in the Ears of a good Chriſtian,as for 
Inſtance : Shall there be Evil in the City, and 1 the Lord 
hath zot done it > And now to take this place in the Senſe 
that you do the Apoſltie of Power, 1s certainly tomake 
God the firſt and prime Caule of all Evil that ſhall be 
done 1n a City, or indeed any where elſe ; which Notion 
may ſerve well enough for an Atheiſt, but how*®well ir 
_—_ any Body that pretends to Religion , do you 
judge. 

I pray how many Rapes and Robberies,and cruel Mur- 
ders (I pray God they be not owing to ſuch horrid No- 
tions of Power giving a Right) have been barbarouſly 
committed lately in our City and Liberties of Londor, 
which 


(II } 
which Almighty God has been pleaſed to ſuffer and pcr- 
mit to he done by the powers of Hell and wicked Men, 
which the but taking the foregoing Text in your ſenſe 
of Power, &c. and it frees them all, by charging the 
Crimes upon God himſelf, which to me appears little leſs 
than Blaſphemy, and it would make an honeſt Chri- 
{t1an's heart tremble with the thought of fuch a No- 
tion. 

And then again in the Caſes of Pharaoh, where it 1s 
ſaid, God hardued Pharaoh's heart, Now I know not 
what you may think, but it is the Opinion of great Di- 
vines, that thoſe Words ought not to be taken in a lite- 
ral Senſe, but that God knowing the baſeneſs and falſe- 
neſs of his heart, did permit the Sorcerers and Magicians 
of Egypt to imitate Mofes and Aarox with their Enchant- 
ments, which deluded Pharaoh to that degree, that he 
thought it was nothing but the pure effects of Magict, 
only hethought Meſes and Aaron to be. better Conjurers 
than the reſt, and ſo his heart became hardned through 
the belief it was all but a Trick. Andin like manner it 
may be faid God hardensall our hearts, when he (through 
our high Provocations) withdraws his Divine Spirit 
(which no doubt was Pharaoh's Caſe) from us, and de- 
livers us up to ſtrong Deluſions, infomuclh: that we be- 
LeveaLye; though in truth it proceeds from our own 
wiltul ſtubbornneſs, in not being governed by the truth 
of his Word, which is the everlaſting Rule we ought to 
be ruled by : And if we once forſake that, *tis but juſt 
that God ſhould forſake us, and then *tis no wonder it 
( with Pharaoh) we cry, Who us the Lord that we ſhould 


obey bis veice 2 We know not the Lord, neither will we, &c. Es. 5.2. 


From all which ( as one Text explains another ) 'tisrea- 
ſonable to conclude, that St. PauÞs requiring SubjeCtion 
to all Powers, his meaning 1s all lawtul Powers; for if 
( as no Body doubts ) there be any ſuch thing as — 

ul. 


Mat.12 29 


Proy.8.15 


Ecc.. 8. 4. furally follows, That where the word of a King is 


[ 12 ] 


ful Power, *tis Frenzy to ſuppoſe he ſhould require Sub- 


je&tion to them any other ways than it is conſiſtent with 
I mean ſuch a 


common Prudence and Self-preſervation. 


Subjetion as our bleſſed Lord tells us of, which is paid 


to a Thief if he be ſtronger than the ſtrong Man whoſe - 
Houſe he robs. Beſides, there be few but what know 


there is a mighty difference between Subjection and Alle- 
glance, for Example, If a Man lives in Fraxce or Spaty, 
or any other Princes Country, he muſt, nay ought to be 
{ubjeCt to the Cuſtoms and Laws of any of thoſe Princes 
Countries where he lives ; but at the ſame time his Alle- 
giance can be due to none but him whoſe natural born 


Subject he is. 


But the better to underſtand this place of St. Paul, 
(and to reconcile you ( if potlible) to your own former 
Notions of it ) let us compare it with another to the 
iame effect, (for Divines tell.us we muſt, for the better 
ungerſtanding the Scriptures, compare one Text with 
another ) By me Kings reign, and Princes decree juſtice. 
That 15, all legal and rightful Kings, and the Words im- 
ply as much ; tor how can any Body be God's Vicegerent 
upon Earth without his Authority, and then if ſo, it na- 


ghere FT) 


Power ; and who ſhall ſay to him, What doſt thou > And 
And why Power.5 becauſe he holds his Authority imme- 
| diate from God, and to him only can be accountable for 
his Faults, as ſeveral great Lawyers and Divines have 


often told us. 


# 


But it may be objeCted, Has not any Body that ca 
get themſelves poſteſt of a Crown, and the Regalities 
thereunto belonging,the ſame Authority,ſince the Apoſtle 


ſays, There is no Power but of God, &c. 


To which T anſwer, That the Apoſtle means the fame 
thing, viz. Legal and rightful Power, which is likewiſe 
there implied, for Force and Violence are diflerent things 


to 
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to Power and Authority ;.for Power implies an Authori- 
ty for its being put in execution, which diſtinguiſheth 
it from Force and Violence, which is nought but && 
Pikes and Staves commanded by the Knave of Clubs, 


to knock out Peoples Brains, to inform their Underſtand- 


ings: But Power, we know, ſuppoſeth another thing, and 
acts by a legalAuthority, as for Inſtance: A Conſtable 
does not commit a Man ( where there is juſt Cauſe ) to 
the Stocks or Priſon, by vertue of the Watchmen and 
their Staves which attend him ; but by vertue of a legal 
Power and Authority which he derives from a Superior, 
and that from another, till 1t come to the Supreme, which 
is under God the King only, whoſe Authority cannot 
therefore be from the People who are ſubject to his, bur 
he not to theirs, unleſs they could prove a legal Right to 
ſuch a Power, both from the Laws of God, and the Laws 
of the Land where ſuch things are done, it not, it can- 
not (inthe way of ſpeaking) be ſaid to be done at all; 
for it 15 very uſual to fay ſuch or ſuch a thing cannot be 
done, when 1t cannot be done legally, but in oppoſition to 
the Laws of God and Man. And yet by fad Experience 
we know ſuch things have been done, nay, to the very 
Alteration of Thorow Settlements, { I preſume you will 
not deny ) and that poſſibly there may be perſons in poſ- 
ſeſſion of what you call God's Power ( for there 1s none 
(as you fay) but of him ) without his Authority ;1t not, 


the Holy Prophet was mightily miſtaken; 7hey have ſet gy, 8, 4. 


up Kings, but not by me ; They have made Princes, and 7 
fnew it not, Now theſe Kings the Prophet mentions, no 
doubt were 1n poſſeſſion of all the Rights and Preroga- 
tives, &c. which gave them the Title, ( as the foregoing 
Text ſtiles them) and yet God himſelf ſays, Ze knew zr 
»ot. Which from your Argument of Providence ap- 
pears very ſtrange, for that Providence ſhould permit per- 
ſons to be inveſted with God's Authority, and he know 

Eo --: nothing 
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nothing of the matter, ſave only that they were in 
aQual poſſeſſion, though not by him ; which is a ſtrong 
Argument of the permiſſive and approbative Will of 
Heaven,and none but what are fit for a dark Room and 


clean Straw, but will allow it. For how unreaſonable - 


15 it to ſuppoſe that thoſe Kings or Princes that are made 
ſo, and not by God, {that is,rhat attainſ\to it by undue 
Methods ) can have his Authority : And for that Reaſon 
God was pleaſed to ſhew his juſt Reſentment of the 
Peoples going contrary to his Rule in thoſe matters, by 
leaving his Complaint upon Record, They have ſet up 
Rings, but not by me, QC. 

And fince it appears that Kings may be ſet up,and not 
by God, then 1t naturally follows there may be two ways 
that perſons may come to the exerciſe of the Supreme 
Authority ; that is to fay,a right and a wrong, for I know 
no other diſtin{ton ; and I am ſure our Saviour (though 
in another Caſe) ſays ſomething to the ſame purpoſe, 
Ferily I fay unno you, he that entereth not by the door into 
the Sheepfold, but climeth up ſome other way, the ſame is a 
Thief aud a Rebber. And then conſequently has but an 
indifferent Title, &c. Notwithſtanding he may (through 
Power and Strength) be in poſſeſſion, Sc. And I do 
not doubt but what is required in a Prieſt having a legal 
Right to his Office, the ſame will hold good in his Supe- 
rior the King. And ſo there was the leſs Reaſon for St. 
Pau! ( ſpeaking of the higher Powers ) to diſtinguith 
what ſort of Power we ought to be ſubject to, no more 
than what ſort of Parents the Fifth Commandment re- 
quires us to honour. 

But to make (if poſſible) the:Caſe more plain, we 
will compare St. Peter with St. Paul, ( and though they 
differed in ſome other things of leſs moment, yet they 
both agree as to this matter ) Submit your febves to every 
Ordinance of Man for the Lords ſake, whether it be to the 
| King 
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King as Supreme, or unto Governors, &c. Now there is 
certainly two Things to be conſidered before this Sub- 
miſſion can become due. Firſt, The Lawfulneſs of the 
Authority that makes the Ordinances*; and Secondly , 
The I awfulneſs of the Crdinances themſelves. For this 
Place likewiſe cannot Þe taken 1n your Senſe ; for f it 
ſhould, then it would oblige us to look no further, pur 
politively to obey our Prince's Commagds without re- 
ſerve, let them be what they will, and you know how 
much that 1s againſt the Grain of this Proteſtant King-- 
dom. Then conſequently we muſt underſtand St. Peter 
otherways then you now underſtand St. Par, ( viz.) a 
Submuting to every Ordinance of Man that does not 
-ontradict thoſe of God. So that it is plain that Something 
is implied in thoſe Words of St. Peter more than you 
are Willing (in your Caſe, Sc.) to allow, or elfe they 
would be a downright Contradiction to what he fays 


elfewhere. Whether it be right in the fight of God, 70 Ats 419, 


hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. So that if 
Ordinances (or A/egiances ) of Man be ſet up contrary 
to thoſe of God, we are not to take notice of them, 
though they had all the Powers of the Earth and Hell 
joyned with them for their Authority But Secondly, 
We' ought to conſider the Rightful id Lawfalneſs of 
the Authority that commands a Submiſſion to their Or- 
dinances,&c. unleſs it can be ſuppoſed there was never 
any but ſuch in the World. Which T am pretty ſure 
you will never grant, by reaſon it would condemn both 
the Law, and the Senſe of all the Judges 1n F:z/and, 
touching the Rebellion in King Char/es the Firſt and Se- 
cones Time ; which I perceive coſt you ſome Time and 
Pains to get over, and yet could not without Blundering 
and making a downright Contradiction, For notwith- 
ſtanding all thoſe DittinQtions ,you make to ſhew the 


_ Difference between that and the preſent (as you call it) 
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thorough Settlement, yet it does not ſerve your turn ; for 
whatever Cromwe/and his Adherents deſigned, either to 
alter or deſtroy all Laws and Religion, yet (agreeable 
to the Pridples you go upon ) that makes no Diffe- 
rence, but he had ( as he was the Supreme Magiſtrate ) 
as good a Title to our Allegiance ( according to your 
Ser of the Higher Powers) as King Charles IT. had 
before he 4b4;icFed the Kingdom after his defeat at Wor- 


F 18 /)geafceſter. All which,no doubt God ( for the Sins of this 


Nation ) ſuffer'd his] udgments then to begin at his own 


Houſe,” and With his own People "which brings. me to 
the Approbative and the Permiſſive Will of God, which 
was always by your ſelves made uſe of for our not ta- 
king Meaſures by the proſperous Succeſs of Things, and 
the Proſperity of the Wicked. The Conſideration of 
which made the Prophet Ferewzah as it were Reaſon the 


. Caſe with God himſelf ; Righteous art thod , O Lord, 


when 1 plead with thee ; yet let me talk with thee of thy 
Tudgments : Wherefore doth the way of the Wicked proſper? 
Wherefore are all they happy, that deal very Treacherouſly ? 
Thou halt planted them, yea, they have taken root : they 
grew, yea, they bring forth fruit ; thou art near in their 
Mouth, and far from their Reins. And this Proſperity of 
the Wicked had likewiſe ſtartled a great many good 
Men, and David himſelf was one of 'that Number , till 


P:. 73.17 he went into the Sanctuary, and conſidered there was 


an After-reckoning to account for. And then he. could 
tell us of their being ſet in Slipery Places, and that their 
Proſperity was rather a Curſe than a Bleſſing to ripen 
them for DeſtruCtion, in Vindication of God's Righteous 
Dealing with Wicked and Rebellious Wretches. A no-- 
table Inſtance of this, we have in the Caſe of 44/al:m, 
where God permitted his Inſfinuations ( Oh that 7 were 
Judge in the Land,&c.) to prevail ſo far, as he not only 


ſtole the Hearts but the Allegiance alſo of his Father's 


Subjects, 


(17) 

Subjeds, and the wiſeſt of his Father's Counſellors went 
over to him; inſomuch that at laſt he attempted not 
only to take the Crown f rom his Father's Head , but 
perſued him likewiſe to take { no doubt ) his Life alſo. 
And had not God himſelf ſtept in between, by defeating 
the Counſel of Achirophet, he had peradventure ( being 
both able and willing ) gained his point. IT only hint 
theſe Matters, becauſe you lay a great Streſs upon Pro- 
vidence giving a Succeſs, &c. and it he had ſucceeded- (as 
ſuch Things b&@bcen ) I ſuppoſe none but Wazths ripe 
for Bedlam would have attributed it to the Will of God 
any other way, than it is his Will that we Kull,or Steal, 
or break any other of his Commandments, which we 
{ce he permits every day to be done. And I could pur 
you in mind of another inſtance, which far exceeds that 
of Abſalrm, where Almighty God was pleaſed to permir 
a Company of Rebels and Traytors (I may Lawfully fo 
call them, by reaſon many of their Namesgremain ſtill 
upon Record) to proceed fo far as not only;Reſiſt, but 
Impriſon, nay, put (I had almoſt ſaid Crucifis ) to Death 
their true Liege Lord and King ; and then, like wicked 
Abahb, offeſlion of the Vineyard, and all by ſuch 
Providential Principles as yours and Hobbys. Tis true 
you would by a nice Diſtintion make a Difference be- 
tween his and yours; but it is ſo much like all the reſt 
that it will not paſs Muſter. And therefore all ſuch 
Loyalty and Allegiance that is built upon ſuch weak 
Foundations muſt needs ( like the Houſe built upon the 11. 7.22, 
Sands) tumble down upon the leaſt Storm that ſhall 
ariſe, But (to ſpeak in your own Phraſe ) is not this to 
build with Stubble, and daub with untempered Mortar ? 
So that the more that is laid upon ſuch rotten Founda- 
tions, do%only ſerve at laſt but to make the bigger heap 
of Rubbiſh. For if Power and Succeſs be a ſign of pro- 


vidence proſpering an undertaking, then ( as to Right ) 
C 2 there 
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there can be little or no difference between the Thief 
and the honeſt Man ; for Providence are as it were alike 
to both, only She gives one Money or Goods, but not a 
ſufficient ſtrength to, defend them ; and gives another 
none, but power enough to take them. Ay but ſay you, 
this will not hold in little petty Robberies, ( becauſe a 
Man may be calFd to an account by human Laws, that 
is (you ſay) the Reaſon) bur you tell us, God 7s not con- 


Ci.Pa 4. Jined to human Laws. And therefore what he Joth by 


Ca. 26. 7. 


Providence, will hold in ſmall matters as well as great. 
And I preſume if there be any difference in breaking 
the 8th Commandment, he that ſteals the moſt mult be 
the greater Tranſgreſſor, unleſs you think that quantity 
leſſens the quality of the Crime. And as to that, I pre- 
ſume you know what a Pyrate ( when accuſed) ſaid to 
Alexander the Great; 7 (ſays he) Rob but in a jingic 
Ship, but Thou with great Fleets and Armics, For Which 
bold Anſwer ( as ſome ſay ) A4!/exender pardon'd him. 
And it was but reaſonable, for they bota ated by one 
and the ſame providential Principle, of Power and Suc- 
ceſs giving a Right. And I amatraid the Goldey Farmer 
might be infected with ſome ſuch Notions of Prove 
dence, from his being ſo ſucceſsful in his undertakings, 
for almoſt (as People ſay) 3o Years together, which 
made him 1 as the Ordinary told us ) not like the Dottrin 
of Reſtitution. 

But all that think fo, and are fond of ſuch Covenant) 
D-tringf and do believe them true, I would adviſe them 
to read and conſider well the 21ſt verſe of the 5oth 
Plalm , Theſe things haſt thou done, and I kept ſilence : 
Thou thoughteſt I was altogether ſuch an one as thy ſelf ; 
but Twill reprove thee, and ſet them in order before thine 
eyes. Or, Ecclel. 8. 11. Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil 
work is not executed ſpeedily , therefore the hearts of the 
Sons of men are fully ſet in them to do evil. From which 

it 
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ſpeak unto my Brother, that he divide the Inheritance with 


CAP] : 
it is evident, That Proſperity and Succeſs is.no ſign of 
God's approving the wicked Ways and Deſigns ot bad 
Men, eſpecially when his own Sacred Laws are broken to 
gain their Ends: For if we will not allow a difference 
between the permiſſive and approbative Will of Heaven, 
then ( as I before obſerved ) God muſt be the only Au- 
thor of all Evil; and how much that borders upon { if 
not the ſame thing we call Blaſphemy, I ſhall leave ir 
to your ſelf to judge. 

There 1s one place more I remember you quoted to 
prove your Cafe, &c. and that is our Saviour's Anſwer to 
that enſnaring Queſtion of the Phariſces and FHerodians, 
1s it lawful to give Tribute unto Ceſar, or not > But our 
Saviour well knowing their Deſigns, gave them an An- 
ſwer according, Render therefore unto Celar the things 
that are Ceſars, and unto God the things that are Geds. 
When they heard theſe words, they marvelled, and left hin. 
And well they might, for his Anſwer was no mote to 
their purpoſe than it is to yours : For what reiation had 
this Anſwer to your Notion of Poſſeſſion and Succels giv- 
ing a Right, unleſs you had proved Ce/ar had no legal 
Right, and ſo was ( according to your own diſtinction ) 
bur a de fatto, and not a legal and righttul Emperor. Be- 
ſides Tribute may be paid where Allegiance 1s not due,{as 
many in Flanders, and Savoy, ana other places are too 
ſenfible of ) and therefore our Saviours was a fit Aniwer 
to their own anſwering the Queſtion our Lord asked 
them, when they brought unto him a Peny : Ard be ſaid 
unto them, Whoſe is this Tmage and Superſcription? They 
fay unto him, Ceſars. So that it 1s plain, our Saviour bid- 
ding them give unto Celar the things that are Ceſars, and 
unto God the things that are Gods, 1s not to your purpoſe, 
for our Saviour we find in leſſer matters declines being a 
Judge; And one of the company ſaid unto bim , ilafter, 


We, 
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me. And be ſaid unto him, Man, Who made me a Fudge, 
or a Divider over you 2 And ſoinlike manner in the other 
Caſe, without determinating the Point, which indeed was 
the only thing that the Pharzſees expected, that fo they 
might entangle him in his talk; and therefore he an- 
twer'd them, Why tempt ye me ye Hypocrites, &c. which 
was as much as to ſay, You know well enough thoſe 
things before you ask, you have Rules and Laws which I 
came not to deſtroy, but to fulfil, &c. and then gave the 
aforeſaid Anſwer on purpoſe to fruſtrate their expecta- 
tions, and to put them in mind of what was due to God, 
aswell as toCeſar. So that our Lord's Anſwer was no 
more & giving of new Rules to know what are Ceſars,and 
what are Gods, than to what ſort of Ccſars they become 
due, well knowing God's Word is ſufficient to inftru& us 
how to determin that Caſe. 

And fo, according to my promiſe, I have briefly ex- 
amir'd thotfe Texts of Scripture which you urged in fa- 
vour of your Caſe of Allegiance, &c. But having, as you 
ſee, compared them with others, they do not appear in 
my judgment to favor ifall, and therefore what remains, 
15 the third and laſt thing, vzz. to draw [from your No- 
tion of Providence and Succeſs giving a Right ] ſome uſe- 
ſul Inferences very neceſſary for practical Reformers both 
of Church and State. 

And firſt of all, If Power and Succeſs gives a Right, 
Sc. than thoſe ſort of People we call Grumbletonians, 
[ for I believe there is no Government without ] Heaven 
permitting them as the Canaanztes were amongſt the 
Children of 1ſrae! as Thorns in their ſides, may take 
comfort from this wholſom [and as you call it ] provi- 
dential Dotrin ; for notwithſtanding they are in a ſtate 
of damnation [as the providential Inſtruments of our 
happy by your ]all the while they are a 
plotting and contriving to reſift the higher Powers, &c. 
| | Yet 
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Yet if they have the good Fortune [or Providence ſhould 
permit them ] to get uppermoſt, I preſume then their 
Caſe may be altered, eſpecially as to this World ; but 
what it may be 1n the next you have not as yet [in your 
Caſe] told them. 

But Secondly, this DoQtrin promiſeth the like Conſola- 
tion to all the chief Heads of all the Mobilees in all 
Governments {[ though never ſo thorowly ſetled ] in the 
World. And a Captain 7om, if he can but preach or 
perſuade [ as Marfinello did ] enow of his Gang to 
eſpouſe his Cauſe and Intereſt, he may, for ought 1 can 
ſee, purchaſe as good a Title to aCrown, as he has to his 
Commiſſion ; and if he ſucceeds [ by your. Rule } who 
 darequeſtion his Right, ſince you have given it the Di- 
vine Stamp, which puts me in mind of what a great 
Poet faid, [ in the Character of a Noble Peer who prea- 
ched to the Mob much ſuch ſort of Dodctrin] and I will 
make bold [ they being much to the Point in hand ] to 
tranſcribe them, only to let you ſee how good Wits 


Jump. 


He preaches to the Crowd that Power is lent, 

But nt conveyd to Kingly Government ; 

That Crowns Succeſſive bear no binding Force ; 

That Coronation Oaths are things of Courſe. 

Maintains the Multitude can never Err, 

And ſets 'the People in the Papal Chair. 

The Reaſows obvious, Intereft never lyes, 

The moſt have ſlill their Intereſt in their Eyes ; + 
The Power is always theirs, and Power is ever wiſe. 
Almighty Crowd thou ſhortens all m_ 

Power rs thy Eſſence, Wit thy Attribute. 

Not Faith nor Reaſon make thee at a ſlay, _ 

Thou leap ft ore all Eternal Truths in thy Pindarick way. 


Athens 
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To take the Bitt between his Teeth and flie © 


And how agreeable. this part of the Peer's Character | - 
ſ of preaching to Mobilees ] was to his Practice, and | 
your new Notions of Allegiance, let the World judge. 
"Tis caſte to draw divers other Inferences altogether, as 
uſeful for the Enemies of our 1ſrae/,as theſe two I have 
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Athens #0 doubt did Righteouſly decide | -.W 
When Phoctan and when Socrates was try d. M- 
As Righteouſly they did thoſe Dooms repent, 

Still they were wiſe whatever way they went. 
Crowds Err not, tho to both Extremes they run, 

To kill the Father, and recall the Son. | 
Some. think the Fools were moſt as Times went then, 
But mow theWorld's &r-ſtockt with prudent Men. 

The Common Cry is, even Religion's Teſt, ; 
Zire Tarks is at Conſtantinople ef. | < 
{dels in India, Popery at Rome, 
ind our own Worſhigouly true at home. 
And true but for the time, *tis hard to know | 
Flow long we Tink e it ſhall continue ſo. »3- 
This fide to day, and that to morrow burns, 
So all are God Almighty's in their turns. Fl 
A tempting Deftrin, plauſible and new, | 
What Fools our Fathers were if this be true. | 
IWho to deſtroy the Seeds of Civil War, | 
Tuherent Right in Monarchs did declare. | 
And that a lawful Power might never ceaſe, ; 
Secured Succeſſion to ſecure our Peace. © ; 


Thus Property and Sovereign ſway at laſt, 

Ia equal Balances were juſlly caſt. 

But this new Jehu ſpurs the hot-mouth'd Forſe, 
Inſtrufts the Beaſt to kuow his Native Force, 
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To the next head-long Steep of Anarchy. 
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- - Already named, but they would ſwell this Letter beyond 
* #ts intended Bounds: And thercioreT will haite towards 


a Concluion; for by this time, - I preſume, I may 
ask you St. Pan,”s Queſtion to King Agrippa, Believejt = mm 
thou the Prophets 2 I know that thou believeſt, &c. Yet 
your Caſe of AM/egiauce, &c. would almoſt perſuade a 
good Chriſtian to , ew it; for your prevaricating, ac- -_ 
cording to the different Caſes which at different times 
happens to fall in your eye, gives cauſe for a juſt ſuſ- 
pitioa., And your two laſt Books has made it too evi- 
denr, that you do not ( as to what you have formerly 
told us ) bclieve your felt; which muſt conſequently 
create 1n us, poor Laymen, melancholy Conſiderations, 

in that we muſt venture our very Souls upon the Judg- 
ment and Integrity of ſuch Prieſts who are as variable as 
the Weathercocks on the Steeples of the Churches they 
preach in. For it 1s not many Years ago that not only 
your ſelf, but the whole Univerſity of Oxford rejected 
ſuch Doctrines as your Caſe, Sc. is founded on, witneſs 
the Judgment and Decree that paſt in their Convocation, 
Fuly 1. 1683. againſt certain Books and damnable 
Dadtrines, ! as they were pleaſed to call them) conſiſt- 
ing in all of 27 Propoſitions, the roth of which I will 
give you in the very words, &c. becauſe they are the 


'. ſame on which the whole ſtreſs of your Caſe rclies on, 


and I wonder you did not place it amongſt your own. 


The 1oth Propoſition, &fc. runs thus: * Lnbbs, 
Poſſeſſion and Strevgth gives a Right to Govern, SuUC+ Ormen's 
a Sermon 


ceſs in a Cauſe or Enterprize, proclaims it to be Lairful and foe the 
Tuſt. To juſtifie it, is to comply with the Will of God, be- Regicides, 


cauſe it is to follow the Condutt of this Providence *. TR 
So you ſee you do but bring up the Rear to -all-theſe 3axrer, 


famous Heroes who have march'd before you, fighting as s 


the good Fight of Faith, ( 7» the Good Old Cauſe ) —_ 08. 1651. 
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of which have not as yet finiſhed their Courſe, and fo 

are {till but in expetation of their tuture Reward, but 

What that may be is no great matter: For 11 they grow 

Rich, and fill their Bags with Crowns here,they will truſt 

to Providence for hereaſter. And filling of Bags, you 

know, is ſuch an Epidemical Diſtemper, that there are 

few but what are Infe&ted with it. And Fudas himſelf 
pollibly had never coveted to have been one of the 
Twelve, bur for the fake of carrying the Bag ; and ra- 

ther than not have it full, for a Sum betray*d his. Lord 

and Maſter. And it is tooplain, we all ( the Prieſts not 
excepted ) do much more mind the things that belong 

tnk. 16.8, tO our Profit and Preferment here, than our Peace here- 
after. And our Saviour has told us, 7Zhe Children of this 

| World are in their Generation wiſer than the.Children of 
Light, Butit is ſuch a ſort of Wiſdom which will turn 

but to a ſlender Account at laſt, and therefore, as our 

Mat.16. Lord elſewhere ſays, What will it profit a Max to gain the 
w_ whole World, and loſe his own Soul, &c> But that 1s not 
much minded in our days. We may obſerve from the 
Univerſal Degeneracy of the Age we live im, that Truth 

and Juſtice, Religion and Loyalty are fled from amongſt 

Ws x Kings US, and that Almighty God ( for our Sins) has ( as he 
#2 - 22,23. oncedid ) permitted a /ying /piri? to go forth and poſſeſs 
x © our Prophets, ſo that they prophelie falſely, and we love 
SES to haveit ſo, &c. which ftrengthens the Argument of 
"> (without abd:cating our Underſlandings) be underſtood 
L *.__*nyour Senſe of Providence and Succeſs giving a Right, 
FF, which is. the chief Ba/s on which your new Fabrick 
——  —*** fands; but how long it will, Time, and the next change 
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e& Sv ( if ever there be any) will beit d:-monſirate. 


**-nedin the Lite of the Famous Vicar of Bray,the Scheme 


{* Heaven's permiſſive Will. And that thoſe Texts cannot 


nd truly ſhould there be as many in your Time, as hap- - 
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is ſo nicely drawn, and your Caſe fo exatMly calculated to 
the purpoſe, that you may without Doubt or Scruple 
ſwear Faith and Allegiance to them all; nay, though 
they were all Comperitors at the ſame time. And as 
they happen to be uppermoſt, you have ( as you fay ) 
God's Authority for ſo doing. So that you are now 
( Thanks to Providence ) pretty ſafe : For thould our 
Metropolis be in as much danger by the French ( which 
God torbid ) as Vienna was not. Jong ſince by the Turks, 
you ( no doubt ) would, like a good Chriſtian, patiently 
ſubmit, and pay both a chearſul and aftive Obedience, 


 { from your Notion of Providence) judging it the Lords 


doing, though it appear never ſo maryellous in oar eyes. 
For indeed Paſſat Obedience and Nonrefyſtance were never 
more neceſlary 25 now in your Caſe, &c. And yet after 
all I cannot but be amazed to ſee two ſuch Caſes as your 
Reſiſtance and Allegiance come from one and the ſame (I 
will not fay Heart, but) Hand, without bluſhing for the 
matter. But though you do not, I am apt to believe 
there are ſome (and of your own Funtion too, that do 


for you ) not ſo much for your taking the Oaths, &c. (as 


. No doubt a grear many good Mer: may ) but: for your 


giving ſuch Reaſons as reflet upon; the Honour and Re- 
putation of the Church of Eng/and', and poſſibly may 
make many of Her weak Sons believe that She now 
owns the ſame pernicious Dotrines that her Clergy 
have been preaching and writing againſt ever ſince the 
Reformation, and ſtrictly forbidding their Hearers the pra- 
Ctifing under no leſs Penalty than Damnation. Bur I find 


-the Caſe as well-as the Times are altered ; For then was 


then, and now is now. 
But to draw towards a Concluſion, T hope your Chri- 
ſtian temper will lead you to a favourable Conſtrution 


of this Lecrer, which Pl aſſure you was nor (as I faid in 
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the beginhing) defign'd to reflect on Perions or Things, 
bur only toexpoſe(as well as I could) pernicious Principles, 
which would,it univerſally recerv'd,quickly throw us from 
St.Pani's jlate of Grace,to i{obbs's of Nature. And what Ad- 
vantage that would be ?o preſerve Civil Soczeties, let the 
World judge. *Tis true, you ſay God 1s not con- ned to 
humane Laws, but at the fame time *tis reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe though he be not, you and1, and all Mankind 
are; and theacting or doing any thing againſt humane 
Laws, ( elpecially ſuch which do not contradict his | is 
the fame thing as breaking of God's Laws. And no doubt 
the doing ſo, is a Refi/ting the Higher Power, and they 
that Reſiſt thall ( as you fay ) receive to themſelves Dam- 
vation: And 1t fo, What 7s Sawce for a, Gooſe, is Sawce 
for a Gander. And I know not how any Body ( in the 
laſt Reign as well as in this) that have wiltully, or by 
chance \ in keeping ill Company ) fallen into ſuch a mi- 
ſerab\le ſtate, can ger free of it, unleſs by a true and hearty 
Repentance. And Reſtitution, where it can be done, 7s 
(as you uſe to tell us) rhe only Evidence of its being Sin= 
cere, And without it, I cannot be perſuaded but rhat 
ſuch muſt remain in that lamentable ſtate let them be 
never ſo proſperous and ſucceſsful, unleſs you think Suc- 
ceſs can alrer the very Nature of Things, which 1s ſome- 
thing difficult to ſuppoſe, though your Caſe, 'Sc. ſeems 
to imply it ; wh:ch Caſe had it came out in a time of ſuch 
a 7horow Settlement as Where there were no-Competitors, 
or anv to make a Claim, I dare appeal to all Manking, 
Whether it would not have been burnt by the Common 
Hongmun, as a Libel againſt all Ela-Jliſhed ( and in your 
ow nv ords. Thor: Setled)) Governments in the World. 
And whartucver your private Advantage may be, I am 


ſc he ft nurch nor the preſent tate are nv great Gainers 
Ly .t; For I amot the Opuiion your Caſe of Allegiance 
will 
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Wl no more preſerve either trom the Attempts of 

- Wicked and rebellions Wretches in this Reign, than your 
| Cafe of Refiſtunce did in the Inſt, And therefore you 


may-ſpare your pains, (unleſs it be to oblige your Book- 
ſeifer ) jor you know this is a wicked and rebellious 

Nation, Whitcn are more apt to folluw i xampis, than 

Precept. And therefore you did well in icaping { like 

tae Belweather ) over the Hedg?, which was(l ſuppoſe) 
in hopes«the ret of the Sheep would follow by the noiſe 
only. And truly if they do not, I can attribute it to 
nothing more than their being better taught heretofore 
by your felt and others in thoſe Times, when People 

generally thought them both orthodox and honeſt, And 

it what was faid to St. Pal of Learning, might be truly 
aid of Honeſty, I am perſuaded molt of our Learned 
Clergy are pretty well in their Wits: For if Poſſe/ſon 
gives a Right, they ought for that Reaſon not to Abdi- 
cate their Livings (let what will happen) for fear People 
thould think they were mad, in not acting according to 
their own Principles. But as the World goes, we may 
obſerve People act not as if Godlineſs is great Gain, but 
as if great Gain is Godlineſs. And if fo,we may eaſily 
then gueſs who are the Babes of Grace, and the Provi- 
dential Favorites of Heaven. For fince (as you fay ) 
there are Providential Kings, as well as Kings by Divine 
and Humane Intail, and ( by your Notions )-they have 
Right, or no Right, but as they ſhall be (by Providence) 
in the Poſſeſſion, then it conſequently follows,that when 
ever it happens that a Diſpute 1s between a Legal (which 
[ take to be the fame as a Divine ) Right, and a Provi- 
dential, or an Accidental one { for by your Rule there 
can be no difference ) God is then by his Providence (if 
I may fo ſay) fighting not only againſt his Divine In- 
tail, but his own Eternal Rule, which diſtingutſheth 


what is Right and Wrong. And alſo the Do&trine of our 
E Lord, 
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Lord, and the Apoſtles, viz. the leaſt evil in the World 
; « ought not to be done, to procure the greateſt good : For 
) St. Paul poſitively ſays, They that do evil that good may 
7 Rom-3.3. come of it, their damnation is juſt, Which is a dreadful 
| Conſideration for all thoſe that a& by ſuch pernicious 
Principles, and therefore the Apoſtle does juſtly ſtile 
Phil.3.8. fach Enemies tv the Croſs of Chriſt. And indeed fo they 
are, and to all Religion and Civil Government, that pro- 
mote ſuch Providential Notions, which ſeemff to run 
counter to the poſitive Commands of the, Almighty. 
And your ſelf, and others of your Coat, hip often told 
us, We are not to follow Providence contrary to Precepr. + 4 
And St. Paul! himſelf { which I preſume was as. great. 
: Cor. 11, and as knowing as any of you) bids us be followers of 
f. him, no other ways than he was of Feſus' Chriſt. Which I 
| think is a good Argument for others diſſenting from you, 
when you diſſent trom your ſelf, and the Truths which. 
formerly you have taught. But; bleſſed -be God,though + 
you have Recanted, and as it were taken leave of them, 
yet they are nevertheleſs Truths for that, and we know 
where to find them; and it is-no-ſmall- comfort -to an- 
honeſt Chriſtian, that-no ſuch Republican Principles are 
to be found in the DoCtrines of our bleſſed .Saviour and. 
| his Apoſtles, nor in the Canons-of our Church,notwith-- 
4 ſtanding the preſent Opinion and PraCtices of many of 
[ our Churchmen.- And therefore *tis highly rational 
what St. Paul adviſeth; Now 7 beſeech you. Brethren,mark 
17,18. them which cauſe Diviſions. aud Offences, contrary to the 
Doftrine which-ye have learned, and avoid them. For they. 
that are ſuch,” ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own | 
belly , and by good words and fair ſpeeches deceive the —_ 
'1F hearts of the ſimple. VIhich we-find too true, but 'tis to o 
i be feared they will deceive themſelves too at the laſt,and | 
'Þ then how ſignificant and to the. purpoſe will it be to ask 
the Apoſtle's Queſtion, What fruir bad ye then in. thoſe 
things 
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things whereof ye are now aſhamed > .But to draw ( as you 
uſe toſay) towards a Concluſion, I will end where you 
began, viz. with one Obſervation on the Title of your 
Book, in the following Words, &c. 

The Caſe of Allegzance to Sovereign Powers ſlated and 
reſolved according to Scripture and Reaſon, and the Prin- 
ciples of the Church of England, &c. 

Now as for Scripture, I think [ have ( and from your 
own former Sentiments of it) demonſtrated that your 
Caſe will not ſtand that Teſt. But then ſecondly , for 
it's being agreeable to Reaſon, [I ſhall ( as being no Pre- 
render to 1t ) leave that to thoſe who think themſelves 
the only Criticks and Maſters of it. But for the third 
and Jaſt, it being according to the Principles of the 
Church of Eng/and, is ſo aſtoniſhing that I know not 
well what to anſwer, ſave only that 1f it be, tis a Se- 
cret that has lay'n a long time concealed, as if Provi- 
dence had not only reſerved it for theſe times, but alſo 


Rom, 2, 
21. 


deſigned you the happy Inſtrument of diſcovering fo - 


convenient a ( Mufftich ) Providential Doctrine fo abſo- 
lutely neceſlary in a Chriſtian Church. 

And now I dare: appeal to all the proper Judges of 
Scripture and Reaſon, and the Principles of the Church 
of England, not excepting your ſelf, (though you et 
up for one of the chief) whether your Caſe, Sc. have 
anſwerd ( fave only in the price of the Copy ) your 
own Expetations, which were, I preſume, to convince 
all Proteſtants of the Reaſonableneſs of your Providen- 
tial F7ypotheſts, which you indeed take for granted, and 
drive,Fehu-like,as if you had receiv'd Heaven's Commiſ- 
fion to baniſh all the contrary Opinions out of the 
W6rld. For you argue with all the Aſſurance, as if it 
was as plain as a Pike-ſtaf, and as demonſtrable as any 
Point in the Mathematicks,and that your felt was never 
in the Right (as to your Providential Rulers ) till this 
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happy JunQure, &c. But What makes it more accep- 


table at. preſent is, the advantage the ProteſtantReligion 
has/gained' by your not complying with the Provideatza! 
Settlement (till ſuch time as you werent danger. to.have 
loſt all ) which n> doubt was likewiſe the Providential 
Occaſion of your more earneſt ſeeking of God,and ma- 
king inquiry into. ( not the revealed, but ) the ſe. 
cret Will of God ( which is a Note beond FZ7:h) 
touching thoſe matters, without wich the Church 
of ENGL 4 N D perhaps might have continued an- 
other Century or two without the happineſs of fuch a 
convenient Doitrine. And that which makes it1s to.you, 
is worth obſerving ; for if hereafter fome ill Men (which 
neither underſtandg yor! nor Hobbs\hould throw it in your 


Diſh that you writ 1in defence - of King Wi/4am and 


Queen Marys Right, &c.. You may truly anſwer, it was 
no more for them_than it was tor Captain 7em, .or any 
Body elſe that can get into the Saddle, for there your 
Providence centers them. And; when they: are fo fixr, 
they cannot (as- you ſay) be without the Divine Au- 
thority ; ſo that you necd never write more on that Suh. 
ject, for *tis impoilible for any Government to trump up, 


that your Caſe, &c. will not as well ſerve, as it- does the 


preſent , for which I think our moſt Gracious: King and 
Oween have no great Cauſe to thank you. Burt if they 
do not, there are others that will, viz. our Common- 
wealth Friends, only I muſt tell. you by the way, they are 
angry with you for two things: The firſt is, that you did 
not fooner meet with their ſpiritual Shuſt to the heavy 
A Chriſtian. And the ſecond, for your making ita 
Church of Erg/and Doctrine, when their Belief of the 
contrary was one of the chief Reaſons of their deſefting 
fromit. But now you have taken down (as to that 
Point ) the Partition-wall, and if you would be but as 
kind in other matters (as they think ) of leſs momenr, 
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no doubr'you' might bring them all within the Pale,&c- 
And'truly ſince you have been.ſo generous as to part 
with your darling, diſtinguiſhing Do&trine of conſtanr, 
ſteady , - and unlſophiſticated Loyalty to your Prince, 
which you learned from the Principles of your Church, 


as the Loudon Clergy pleaſed to ſay * in their Addreſs to * London 


the late King James, I think it would not be amiſs (for Gazette, 


fo great: a good ) to gratifie them with rhe reſt, withour 
which tis to be feared they will ſtill fick where they 
did ftick; and you know how cloſely they always ſtuck 
to the Intereſt of the Crown and the Church, and there- 
fore it would be worth while to gain to you fo conſide- 
rable a numbers of Friends. Bur (as our Lord told the 


 Scribes and Phariſees ) youare ſo nice and exatt in pay- 


ing of: Mint and Camin, that you omit the more weigh- 
ty things of the Law, zz. Fuſtice, Mercy and Truth, &c. 
though indeed neither is to be left undone. And yet if 
ever 1t could be-thought convenient, Iconfeſs this is the 
only time to-judge it tolerable, 1 not neceſlary, to ſettle 
( as in Scozland ) a Religion ſuitable to' the Inclinations 
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of thePeople, and that may poſſibly fill up the Varan- - 
cies of thoſe that cannot ſwallow your 7urki/h Providen- 


tial Pill, notwithſtanding its being ſo nicely and Philo- 
ſophically prepared and gilded over by ſo famousa Chri- 
ſtian Doctor. But the- Experiment 1s altogether new, 
and till of late hardly amongſt us known, but never pra- 
Ctifed by good Chriſtians, and therefore the Apoſtle 
may very juſtly* upbraid us,as he once did the Galatians, 


O fooliſh Galatians, who h.th bewitched you, that you ſhould _ 


ot obey the Truth, &c. And truly unleſs we are ſo, we 
could not be fo groſly impoſed upon, as to. be whiffled 


_ about with every new wind of Doftrine, To prevent which, 


Solomon, I think, gives the beſt' Advice in the World, My prov. 24. 
Son, fear thou the Lord, and the King : and meddle not 21. 


with them that are given to change. 


But 
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. - But I will conclude all with an Obſervation of one 
remarkable Paſſage in your Preface, in,.the following 
Words, viz. 7 prayed heartily to God that if T were. in a 
Miſtake, he would let me ſee it, that I might not forfeit the 
Exerciſe of my Maniſtry for a mere Miſtake, and, 1 thank 
God, I have received that Satifation which I defired.. . ... 

( Which I preſume no Body doubts. ) And I ſuppoſe. 
the foregoing Words are to fartisfie the World, that you 
received better ſatisfaction from your. hearty praying to 

God, than from the Convocation-Book. .If not, why is 
it mads uſe of as an Argument of freeing you from a 
ſuppoſed Doubt ; for you were, or you. were not ſatisfied 
before your praying, &c. Now if you. were, then. it 
was needleſs and impertinent to pray to God: to let you 
ſee your Miſtake, when there was none. . .If not, then 
tis plain your Satisfaction was nat owing toB. OverilPs 
Book, but to your hearty praying, Sc... But after all, 
how ſhall any other Body be ſatisfied that/your Satisfa- 
cton in that Caſe was owing to your praying to God,&c, 
Or that he was pleaſed to illuminate your Underſtanding 
ſo, as togivea better Expoſition of Rom. x 3. than you 
had done heretofore in your Caſe of Refiftance. But give me 
leave to put a Caſe : Suppoſe a Man had a mind or incli- 
nation to do ſome particular thing which.is Ill in its own 
Nature, or perhaps he is in ſome doubt whether it be or 

no; but the better to inform his Judgment, he goes and 

prays. heartily to God for a Satisfaction touching the 


 Lawfulneſs of the Matter, (though poſſibly he might be 


reſolved to do it before. ). After which, finding his de- 
ſires more ſtrong, and his inclination to do it rather in- 
creaſed than abated, is he thea to take it for granted,that 
Godhas anſwer'd his Requeſt, and that he is ſure he is in 
the Right in doing the ſaid Ill, or doubtful Thing, If fo, 
then Cromwel, and others of the Regicides that murder'd 
barlesT. wasin the Right alſo, for divers of them _— 
uſe 
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uſe of the ſame Plea. And 7Zarriſen at his Tryal ſeem'd _ 
to be angry at thoſe Words in his Indictment, Of wot ha- 
wing the Fear"of God before his Eyes, but by the Inſtigation 
of the Devil, &c. For he ſaid, He always had the Fear of 
God before his Eyes, and ſought him Night and Day with 
Tears, till, he received ( like you ) ſuch Satisfattion as be 
defired. And ſo conſequently 7t was the Lords Work, (as 


It wascalled in thoſe Days ) though done{by the ways of 
the Devil. But we all know this ridiculous Plea would  o / 


be admitted before an earthly Tribunal, and whether it 
will before an heavenly one, do you judge : For then Iam 
afraid 1t will be to little purpoſe our ſaying, We thought, or 
we believed, and heartily prayed, and received ſuch Satisfa- 
ion as we defired, that we were in the Right, (though at 
the ſame time perhaps we were conſcious. of breaking 


God's poſitive Commands.) And though we ſhould preſs yt. ; 22, - | 


the matter yet further, (as our Lord fays) Many will ſay 23: 
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we .not prophefied in 
thy Name, and in thy Name caſt out Devils, and in thy Name 
do many wonderful Works > And” then I, will profeſs unto 
them, 7 never knew you, depart from ww at work TIniquity. 
From all which *tis rational to conclude, That the feceiy- 
ing of ſach-a SatisfaCtion as you (and others before you) 
talk of, after praying, &c. is not a ſufficient Reaſon for 
their doing any thing they havea mind to do, unleſs it 
be in its own Nature good, and not contrary to the writ- | 
ten Word of God, which is a better Rule to direC& us in 
thoſe matters, than any ſuch Phanatical, Enthuſiaſtick 
Notions. Ido not mean of praying to God, which with- 
out doubt nothing, if ſincere, can be better ; but draw- 
ing from thence ſuch unwarrantable Canſequences, which 
you cannot but know have been made uſe of as a colour 
for the worſt of Villanies, and I am perſuaded there are 
few but believe you were as well ſatisfied ( as to your 
Miſtake ) before, as after praying,&c. for what — 
— uc 
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